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Sixteen stories of art unveiled

by Leah Garchik

The newest piece of public art in San Francisco,
"Landmark," exists above the land. Vertically. It's Cotati
artist Robert Hudson's 16-story work of porcelain baked
onto steel panels in an installation that begins nine stories
above the ground on the Howard Street side of the 25-
story luxury condominium tower, One Hawthorne.

the original works that are enlarged and reproduced on
the panels, which were made, in a process akin to that
responsible for those incredibly durable Coca-Cola signs
on old storefronts, at KVO Industries in Santa Rosa.

Artist friends gathered Tuesday in the building lobby to
congratulate Hudson. Hung around the lobby were The
mood was high, the snacks were swell, a lot of people in
the crowd were friends of Hudson and, at various points,
at least a few scooted outside on Hawthorne Lane and
around the corner to Howard Street to look up and see the
huge finished work. This isn't, as someone familiar with
the project said, another lump of unavoidable art at eye
level. Necks need to be craned.

Robert Hudson, QLandmarkO at One Hawthorne

Developer Ezra Mersey, himself an art collector, said that eventually there will be a street-level
plaque identifying the artist and title of the work, which is said to be visible (perhaps not on foggy
days) from the Bay Bridge. Mersey commissioned Hudson for the project, with advice from a
neighbor across the street, Valerie Wade at Crown Point Press, where he'd bought art. When
Hudson brought in those originals and laid them out on the Crown Point floor, Mersey was
immediately dazzled.

The faint signature of the artist is in the corner of each of the originals, but the full-size work

doesn't include his name anywhere. "l didn't even think about it," he said. "The whole thing is kind
of a signature.”
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