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PATRICIA SWEETOW GALLERY is pleased to welcome Christ ian Nguyen, who lives and works in New 
York, in his first one-person exhibition, Place of Origin.  On view will be charcoal line/landscape drawings and 
cast Styrofoam sculpture. In addition, the gallery presents Looking Back with artists David Huffman, K im 
Anno, Bernhard Härtter,  and Fred Hayes. The artists reception is Thursday, March 6, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
 
For his one-person exh ibit ion, Place of Orig in , Chr is t ian Nguyen (b. 1968, Saigon, Vietnam) creates 
an environment of large scale architectural/landscape drawings on canvas, along with cast Styrofoam 
sculpture. Nguyen's work muses over the philosophical relationship between architecture as an invocation of 
power and spirituality. 
 
In 2000, Mr. Nguyen was on top of the World Trade Center, the 91st floor, for the World Views Residency. He 
began collecting building materials from other floors, creating window installations, and video-taping aspects of 
the building, occupied and unoccupied. "In the evenings, clouds would sweep by, giving you the sensation of 
being in an airplane that was suspended in the air." 
 
Following his World Trade Residency he began making work that looked at the connection between secular 
and sacred space.  Nguyen describes, "One group of drawings depicts ziggurats from Iraq that have been 
reduced to earth mounds, showing the gradual blurring between cityscape and landscape, man-made and 
natural. I am fascinated by these structures because they are sacred sites that express simultaneously, power 
and spirituality.  They are the proto-skyscrapers of the ancients, just as today, our corporate building are sites 
to worship our contemporary gods - progress and wealth." 
 
Nguyen's materials are charcoal pencil, charcoal powder and acrylic polymer on raw canvas. His drawings 
reference the Tibetan Mandala, and Chinese scroll paintings where complicated images are held in meditation, 
each detail to be seen in its mental as well as optical form - in his view architecture is the conceptual structure.  
 . 
Christian Nguyen received his BFA from The Cooper Union, School of Art, and his MFA from Hunter College, 
NY. He received the Pollack Krasner Foundation Grant, and The Puffin Foundation Ltd. in 2004. Residencies 
include The Space Program, Maria Walsh Sharpe Art Foundation, NY  in 2004/05, and the World-Views Studio 
Residency, sponsored by The Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, NY in 2000. Nguyen's work has been 
exhibited nationally, and internationally, including the Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Rijeka, 
Croatia; Socrates Sculpture Park, Long Island City; and Plane Space, NY. 
 
Looking Back  - a glimpse at works from the last 10 years. David Huffman will exhibit paintings from the 
2001 Freestyle exhibition at the Studio Museum in Harlem; and drawings from the 1999 exhibition of Bay Area 
Now 2, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Kim Anno will exhibit her shaped canvas paintings using metal leaf 
on wood, including work from the Orange County Biennial. F red Hayes will exhibit portraits and cityscapes 
from 2001. Bernhard Härtter will exhibit paintings from 2002, 5 x 5 inch squares from Journey in the 
Commonplace, and aluminum grid paintings. 
 
For further information and press materials please contact the gallery at 415-788-5126. 
Gallery hours: Tuesday through Saturday 10:30- 5:30 pm 
Please visit  our website, www.patr iciasweetowgal lery .com 
Email : info@patr iciasweetowgal lery .com 
 


